
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
---------------------------------------------------------------X 
In the Matter of                                         

Chapter 7 
MIDDLE BAY GOLFERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC. 
        Case No.: 13-70361-dte 

Debtor.      
---------------------------------------------------------------X 
 

FIRST INTERIM FEE APPLICATION OF EDWARD CLOSS, AS CONSULTANT  
FOR THE TRUSTEE, FOR ALLOWANCE OF COMPENSATION  

FOR SERVICES RENDERED TO THE TRUSTEE FOR THE PERIOD COMMENCING   
JANUARY 28, 2013 THROUGH AND INCLUDING MARCH 27, 2013 

 
TO: THE HONORABLE DOROTHY T. EISENBERG, 
 UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE: 
 

Edward Closs (the “Applicant” or “Closs”), respectfully submits this application (the 

“Application”) for an interim allowance of compensation for the period commencing January 28, 

2013 through and including March 27, 2013 (the “Application Period”) pursuant to the 

provisions of 11 U.S.C. §§ 330 and 331 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy 

Code”), Rule 2016 of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure (the “FRBP”), and Local Rule 

of Bankruptcy Procedure for the Eastern District of New York 2016-1, and sets forth as follows:  

I.  INTRODUCTION 
 

1. This case was commenced on January 23, 2013 upon the filing of a voluntary 

petition for relief pursuant to Chapter 7 of Title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy 

Code”).  Kenneth Kirschenbaum was thereafter appointed Chapter 7 trustee.  

2. On January 28, 2013, the Trustee filed an application (the “Application”) (ECF 

Docket No. 13) for an order scheduling a hearing on shortened notice to consider authorizing the 

Trustee to retain Closs and to fix the compensation of Closs at the rate of $500.00 per day for an 



eight hour day, pro-rated at $62.50 per hour on those days in which less than eight hours are 

worked. 

3. A hearing on the Application was scheduled for February 7, 2013 pursuant to 

Court Order. After the conclusion of the hearing the Court entered an order authorizing the 

Trustee to retain Closs, effective January 28, 2013, for a period of up to sixty days, and further 

ordered that “compensation of Closs shall only be paid pursuant to court order following further 

application upon notice in accordance with the Bankruptcy Code and the Federal Rules of 

Bankruptcy Procedure.” (ECF Docket No. 46). 

II. APPLICANT’S HISTORY 

4. Closs has worked as a general manager for country clubs and golf courses for 

approximately sixteen years. Prior to the Debtor’s filing he had been employed as the general 

manager for the Debtor for a period of approximately two years. In his role as a general manager 

he facilitated the day-to-day general administration of the Debtor and all aspects of the Debtor’s 

operations.  

5. As discussed in further detail below, Applicant has assisted the Trustee in the 

Trustee’s efforts to recover insurance proceeds on behalf of the Debtor’s estate, has provided the 

Trustee with information in connection with the Trustee’s review and analysis of claims that 

have been filed against the Debtor’s estate, has assisted the Trustee in connection with the 

Trustee’s collection of outstanding accounts receivables and has provided claims adjusters and/or 

representatives of insurance companies with access to the Debtor’s premises for property 

inspections in connection with the filed insurance claims. Additionally, Applicant has provided 

information to the Trustee regarding the finances and background of the Debtor, which has been 



utilized by the Trustee in his efforts to sell the Estate’s right, title and interest in the Debtor’s real 

property lease. 

6. Applicant has worked 287 hours on behalf of the Trustee during the Application 

Period commencing January 28, 2013 through and including March 27, 2013. Applicant makes 

this application for an interim allowance of compensation in the sum of $17,937.50 (287 hours 

times $62.50 per hour) for professional services actually, necessarily and reasonably rendered, 

pursuant to Sections 331, 330(a), and 328 of the Bankruptcy Code. 

7. To date, Applicant has not received any interim compensation, either directly or 

indirectly, in the within Chapter 7 case from its inception through the date of this Application. 

All of the services for which compensation is sought were rendered in connection with this case 

and were rendered on behalf of the Trustee. Applicant has been active in every stage of this 

proceeding. 

III. TIME RECORDS AND RECEIPTS 
 

8. Applicant has diligently and carefully maintained records of the time expended in 

the within proceeding. A printout of Applicant’s time records is annexed to the Application.  

Applicant expended 287 hours during the Application Period (commencing with the Trustee’s 

retention of Applicant, effective January 28, 2013, through and including March 27, 2013) in 

connection with matters which arose in this proceeding. The schedule of time demonstrates the 

demands placed upon Applicant to provide those services necessary to assist the Trustee in his 

administration of this case. 

 

 

 



IV. SERVICES 
 

9. During the course of the proceeding, Applicant has performed various services at 

the request of the Trustee on behalf of the Estate. For the sake of brevity, a survey of those 

activities is as follows: 

a. Compiled Debtor’s files, insurance policies, insurance claims, 
financial records and general information for review by the Trustee 
and his counsel; 
 

b. Reviewed the Debtor’s various insurance policies and discussed same 
with Trustee and Trustee’s counsel; 

 
c. Compiled content list for Debtor’s premises to be utilized in 

calculating insurance claims in connection with damage to the 
Debtor’s premises, contents and equipment as well as loss of business 
interruption due to both Superstorm Sandy and Hurricane Irene; 

 
d. Initiated, reviewed and responded to numerous calls and 

correspondence from insurance companies regarding Debtor’s various 
insurance claims; 

 
e. Initiated and responded to calls from Debtor’s members regarding 

outstanding accounts receivables owed to the Debtor due to member 
usage of the Debtor’s country club and golf course; 

 
f. Consulted with Trustee’s counsel on various matters and issues that 

arose with respect to the Debtor during the Application Period; 
 

g. Facilitated inspections of the Debtor’s premises by insurance adjusters, 
provided access to the Debtor’s business premises to prospective 
bidders of the Estate’s right, title and interest in the Debtor’s real 
property lease, and provided access and location of assets to the 
Trustee’s auctioneer; 

 
h. Provided information on Debtor’s catering business and golf course 

business to the Trustee and prospective bidders of the Estate’s right, 
title and interest in the Debtor’s real property lease; 

 
i. Initiated and responded to calls from equipment lessors and loss 

payees on Debtor’s insurance policies; 
 

j. Assisted the Trustee in the removal of certain equipment from the 
Debtor’s premises by secured creditors and removal of certain assets 



from the Debtor’s premises to be sold by Trustee’s auctioneer at public 
auction; and  

 
k. Provided assistance to the Trustee connection in with his review and 

analysis of claims filed against the Debtor’s Estate. 
 

10. Applicant deems the fair and reasonable value of his services as Consultant to the 

Trustee to be $17,937.50 for the period commencing January 28, 2013 through and including 

March 27, 2013, for the purpose of an interim allowance of compensation.  

 WHEREFORE, Applicant respectfully requests an order granting interim compensation 

for services rendered in connection with this proceeding in the amount of $17,937.50 for the 

Application Period. 

Dated: Cedarhurst, New York 
 March 29, 2013 
 

s/ Edward Closs     
    Edward Closs 

408 Oceanpoint Ave 
Cedarhurst, New York 11516 
 

 


